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There’s no doubt that pre-owned vehicles bring a lot of value. With a reliable ride on your side, There’s no doubt that pre-owned vehicles bring a lot of value. With a reliable ride on your side, 
there is no telling where you can go and what you can see. Plus, your daily commutes will be  there is no telling where you can go and what you can see. Plus, your daily commutes will be  
a breeze. However, like any large purchase you make in your life, you want to make sure you get a breeze. However, like any large purchase you make in your life, you want to make sure you get 
the most bang for your buck. What does this mean? Well, you need a vehicle that is dependable, the most bang for your buck. What does this mean? Well, you need a vehicle that is dependable, 
perfectly suited to your needs, and stays within your budget. perfectly suited to your needs, and stays within your budget. 

In our In our Used-Car-Buying GuideUsed-Car-Buying Guide, you’ll find everything you need to buy a previously owned model , you’ll find everything you need to buy a previously owned model 
that fits into all these categories. With these helpful steps and tips on your side, you can feel that fits into all these categories. With these helpful steps and tips on your side, you can feel 
confident knowing that your next investment is sound and will last you for years to come. confident knowing that your next investment is sound and will last you for years to come. 

If you’re in the market for a used car, then read ahead to become fully prepared for when it’s If you’re in the market for a used car, then read ahead to become fully prepared for when it’s 
time to visit the dealership and pick out your next dream car. Let’s jump right in and talk about time to visit the dealership and pick out your next dream car. Let’s jump right in and talk about 
one of the most important aspects of purchasing a used vehicle: budgeting. one of the most important aspects of purchasing a used vehicle: budgeting. 
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LET’S TALK ABOUT BUDGETINGLET’S TALK ABOUT BUDGETING    
No matter what you’re buying, any large purchase begins with figuring out how much you can No matter what you’re buying, any large purchase begins with figuring out how much you can 
spend. Whether you’ve bought a used car before or this is your first time, it’s critical to discover spend. Whether you’ve bought a used car before or this is your first time, it’s critical to discover 
your budget and stick with it to ensure it fits perfectly into your lifestyle. your budget and stick with it to ensure it fits perfectly into your lifestyle. 

Here are some questions to ask yourself when diving into this first step of the car-buying process. Here are some questions to ask yourself when diving into this first step of the car-buying process. 

How Much Can You Spend? How Much Can You Spend?   
Looking at your finances as a whole is a great place to start when figuring out your used car Looking at your finances as a whole is a great place to start when figuring out your used car 
budget. Write down all your monthly bills, their amounts, and compare them to your monthly budget. Write down all your monthly bills, their amounts, and compare them to your monthly 
income after taxes. This figure should include everything from rent/mortgage to internet, income after taxes. This figure should include everything from rent/mortgage to internet, 
electricity, utilities, food, and more.  electricity, utilities, food, and more.  

Then, find out how much you can spend on a vehicle by seeing what kind of monthly Then, find out how much you can spend on a vehicle by seeing what kind of monthly 
payment will fit into this list. Make sure you have plenty of wiggle room and incorporate other payment will fit into this list. Make sure you have plenty of wiggle room and incorporate other 
transportation costs, such as vehicle insurance, gas, and parking/toll expenses. Is there enough transportation costs, such as vehicle insurance, gas, and parking/toll expenses. Is there enough 
left over to live comfortably? Remember to factor in any savings you have set aside for the used left over to live comfortably? Remember to factor in any savings you have set aside for the used 
vehicle as well. vehicle as well. 
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How Should I Finance My Car? How Should I Finance My Car?   
Now that you have a good estimate of how much you spend for a vehicle, it’s time to think Now that you have a good estimate of how much you spend for a vehicle, it’s time to think 
about financing. Here are a few things to consider:  about financing. Here are a few things to consider:  

• Loans & Down Payments: Loans & Down Payments:  One of the most popular ways to purchase a used vehicle  One of the most popular ways to purchase a used vehicle 
is through a secured loan set up by your dealership. This financial option entails a lender is through a secured loan set up by your dealership. This financial option entails a lender 
paying for the whole cost of your vehicle and you paying them back through monthly paying for the whole cost of your vehicle and you paying them back through monthly 
payments along with interest rates. Usually, this finance plan also includes a down payment.  payments along with interest rates. Usually, this finance plan also includes a down payment.  
  
With this option, the amount of the down payment typically depends on your credit  With this option, the amount of the down payment typically depends on your credit  
(which we will get into soon). Typically, it’s about 10 or 20 percent of the total value of the (which we will get into soon). Typically, it’s about 10 or 20 percent of the total value of the 
model. However, you can always pay more up front to lower your monthly payments.model. However, you can always pay more up front to lower your monthly payments.

• Trade-Ins: Trade-Ins: If you’re looking to trade in a model, you might be able to skip financing!  If you’re looking to trade in a model, you might be able to skip financing!  
You can sell your current car to the dealership and put that cost towards your choice  You can sell your current car to the dealership and put that cost towards your choice  
of a pre-owned model. This could result in paying off the entire vehicle. It’s also a great way  of a pre-owned model. This could result in paying off the entire vehicle. It’s also a great way  
to make your down payment. to make your down payment. 

How Can I Prepare My Credit?How Can I Prepare My Credit?

If you’re leaning towards financing, your credit plays a big role in what kind of loan you’ll  If you’re leaning towards financing, your credit plays a big role in what kind of loan you’ll  
be eligible for. In turn, preparing your credit before you apply is a smart idea. Why?  be eligible for. In turn, preparing your credit before you apply is a smart idea. Why?  
Well, a better score will result in a lower down payment as well as lower interest rates. Well, a better score will result in a lower down payment as well as lower interest rates. 

The first thing you want to do is pull your credit report from a reputable source.  The first thing you want to do is pull your credit report from a reputable source.  
After you receive the report, take a look at it and see if there are any discrepancies or errors.  After you receive the report, take a look at it and see if there are any discrepancies or errors.  
If there are, then dispute them to elevate your score. If there are, then dispute them to elevate your score. 

If you’d like to improve your credit, follow these steps:If you’d like to improve your credit, follow these steps:

• Always pay bills on time.Always pay bills on time.

• If possible, pay off any debts.If possible, pay off any debts.

• Keep credit card balances low.Keep credit card balances low.

• Don’t close any unused credit accounts.Don’t close any unused credit accounts.

• Don’t apply for too much new credit.Don’t apply for too much new credit.  
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TIME TO FIND YOUR RIDETIME TO FIND YOUR RIDE
Searching for the perfect used car is exciting and fun. However, you want to make sure  Searching for the perfect used car is exciting and fun. However, you want to make sure  
it meets all of your transportation needs. It also doesn’t hurt to have some luxurious features it meets all of your transportation needs. It also doesn’t hurt to have some luxurious features 
in your next car! You’ll likely be hitting the streets in this set of wheels for some time,  in your next car! You’ll likely be hitting the streets in this set of wheels for some time,  
so ensuring it suits you, your driving style, and your family is important. so ensuring it suits you, your driving style, and your family is important. 

Before you stop by your local dealership, here are some more questions to reflect on while Before you stop by your local dealership, here are some more questions to reflect on while 
you search for the perfect pre-owned car.you search for the perfect pre-owned car.

What Are My Personal Transportation Needs?What Are My Personal Transportation Needs?  
Every driver has their own unique needs in terms of style, performance, and amenities. Every driver has their own unique needs in terms of style, performance, and amenities. 
Luckily, there is a perfect used vehicle for every type of driver! All you need to do is figure Luckily, there is a perfect used vehicle for every type of driver! All you need to do is figure 
out what that is for you. Here are examples to get your gears moving: out what that is for you. Here are examples to get your gears moving: 

• Sedan:Sedan: If you frequently drive in the city or are a first-time buyer, then sedans are  If you frequently drive in the city or are a first-time buyer, then sedans are 
perfect. They’re chic, easy to handle, and offer simple amenities everyone can enjoy.   perfect. They’re chic, easy to handle, and offer simple amenities everyone can enjoy.   

• SUV: SUV: SUVs come in all shapes and sizes, from compacts and crossovers to full-size SUVs come in all shapes and sizes, from compacts and crossovers to full-size 
beasts that can seat up to eight people. Thanks to their versatility, they’re perfect for beasts that can seat up to eight people. Thanks to their versatility, they’re perfect for 
off-road adventurers, growing families, and weekend travelers! off-road adventurers, growing families, and weekend travelers! 

• Minivan: Minivan: If you need something a tad more spacious than an SUV for your large If you need something a tad more spacious than an SUV for your large 
crew, there’s nothing like the family-friendly minivan. crew, there’s nothing like the family-friendly minivan. 

• Truck: Truck: Looking for something to double as a companion on the worksite or need  Looking for something to double as a companion on the worksite or need  
to tow heavy equipment? A truck with robust power will get the job done.to tow heavy equipment? A truck with robust power will get the job done.

• Electric/Hybrid: Electric/Hybrid: For drivers concerned about their carbon footprint, a hybrid model For drivers concerned about their carbon footprint, a hybrid model 
is the way to go. Plus, these models are incredibly efficient, which is handy if you is the way to go. Plus, these models are incredibly efficient, which is handy if you 
commute a lot.commute a lot.
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What Features Do I Want?What Features Do I Want?  
Even though the type of vehicle is a highly important aspect of your next ride, extra features Even though the type of vehicle is a highly important aspect of your next ride, extra features 
and amenities can truly transform your overall driving experience. With the advancements and amenities can truly transform your overall driving experience. With the advancements 
in the auto industry in the past decade, you can find a wide range of features that will surely in the auto industry in the past decade, you can find a wide range of features that will surely 
make your commutes much smoother and even more entertaining. make your commutes much smoother and even more entertaining. 

Craft a list of those extra features you want to see while reading the following.  
Which features do you want to see in your pre-owned model the most?

• Technology: Technology: There are so many tech features in vehicles nowadays, such as There are so many tech features in vehicles nowadays, such as 
infotainment systems with dashboard displays, multi-speaker sound systems,  infotainment systems with dashboard displays, multi-speaker sound systems,  
rear-seat entertainment centers, and even Wi-Fi hotspots!rear-seat entertainment centers, and even Wi-Fi hotspots!

• Comfort: Comfort: If you’re looking for the coziest cabin around, you may want heated seats,  If you’re looking for the coziest cabin around, you may want heated seats,  
a remote start system with climate control, and elevated upholstery. a remote start system with climate control, and elevated upholstery. 

• Safety: Safety: Driving aids and additional safety features can be found on tons of used Driving aids and additional safety features can be found on tons of used 
models. From rear backup cameras to enhanced headlights and driver-assist models. From rear backup cameras to enhanced headlights and driver-assist 
technology, these features can add extra peace of mind.technology, these features can add extra peace of mind.    



77

How Do I Find My Next Car?How Do I Find My Next Car?  
With an image in your head of your perfect used vehicle, it’s time to begin searching for the With an image in your head of your perfect used vehicle, it’s time to begin searching for the 
models that meet those needs the most. Take to the internet and begin researching.  models that meet those needs the most. Take to the internet and begin researching.  
A great place to start is right on your favorite dealership’s website. A great place to start is right on your favorite dealership’s website. 

Here, you can find entire inventories of used vehicles along with pictures and full Here, you can find entire inventories of used vehicles along with pictures and full 
descriptions. Plus, with easy-to-use search tools, you can narrow down your findings  descriptions. Plus, with easy-to-use search tools, you can narrow down your findings  
by price, make/model, body style, and much more. by price, make/model, body style, and much more. 

Once you find a few models you like, research them on other websites. Make sure to read Once you find a few models you like, research them on other websites. Make sure to read 
reviews, safety ratings, brochures, and consumer reports. Do your family or friends own reviews, safety ratings, brochures, and consumer reports. Do your family or friends own 
similar models? Get their opinion too! similar models? Get their opinion too! 

What Kind of Mileage Should I Look for? What Kind of Mileage Should I Look for?   
When buying a used car, mileage is an important thing to consider. When assessing When buying a used car, mileage is an important thing to consider. When assessing 
mileages on a pre-owned vehicle, many think that lower is always better. However, this isn’t mileages on a pre-owned vehicle, many think that lower is always better. However, this isn’t 
always true. Ultimately, how the mileage was accrued is important. Sometimes, the numbers always true. Ultimately, how the mileage was accrued is important. Sometimes, the numbers 
don’t tell the whole story. don’t tell the whole story. 

• Average Mileage: Average Mileage:  The average driver will take to the roads around 12,000 miles per  The average driver will take to the roads around 12,000 miles per 
year. So, when looking at mileage, some math is needed. For example, if the vehicle year. So, when looking at mileage, some math is needed. For example, if the vehicle 
you’re interested in is five years old, the mileage should be somewhere around 60,000. you’re interested in is five years old, the mileage should be somewhere around 60,000. 

• Low Mileage:  Low Mileage:  If the mileage on the odometer is lower, that may be great news. If the mileage on the odometer is lower, that may be great news. 
Although, an extremely low mileage can indicate other things as well. If this vehicle wasn’t Although, an extremely low mileage can indicate other things as well. If this vehicle wasn’t 
driven much, it might have not received proper maintenance. Taking a look at the vehicle driven much, it might have not received proper maintenance. Taking a look at the vehicle 
history report will help shine a light on this history report will help shine a light on this 

• High Mileage: High Mileage: If the mileage on a vehicle is higher, it doesn’t mean the model is not If the mileage on a vehicle is higher, it doesn’t mean the model is not 
reliable. Vehicles are engineered to last a long time despite how much it is driven. With the reliable. Vehicles are engineered to last a long time despite how much it is driven. With the 
proper care and maintenance, high mileage on a used model can be greatly reliable well proper care and maintenance, high mileage on a used model can be greatly reliable well 
into the future.into the future.

Hitting the Lot Hitting the Lot   
By now, you have your budget set and what type of model you want. What’s next?  By now, you have your budget set and what type of model you want. What’s next?  
Well, it’s time to visit your authorized dealership and start shopping! Here, you’ll be paired Well, it’s time to visit your authorized dealership and start shopping! Here, you’ll be paired 
up with a team of professionals who is prepared to make this journey easy and rewarding up with a team of professionals who is prepared to make this journey easy and rewarding 
with tons of services under one roof! with tons of services under one roof! 

All you have to do is tell them the models you’re interested in and they’ll get to work. All you have to do is tell them the models you’re interested in and they’ll get to work. 
However, there are a few more things to consider. However, there are a few more things to consider. 
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Taking the Test DriveTaking the Test Drive  
Test drives are vital in the car-shopping process, especially when looking for a pre-owned Test drives are vital in the car-shopping process, especially when looking for a pre-owned 
model. They not only let you see how the vehicle works with your unique driving style,  model. They not only let you see how the vehicle works with your unique driving style,  
but they also allow you to ensure everything is running smoothly. but they also allow you to ensure everything is running smoothly. 

While all models are inspected before they hit the dealership’s lot, many pre-owned cars While all models are inspected before they hit the dealership’s lot, many pre-owned cars 
come and go every day. Therefore, it’s important to give the model a second check while come and go every day. Therefore, it’s important to give the model a second check while 
you’re considering if it works for your unique lifestyle.  you’re considering if it works for your unique lifestyle.  

While you’re inspecting the vehicle during your test drive as well as before, look for the While you’re inspecting the vehicle during your test drive as well as before, look for the 
following. Additionally, make sure to take it on city streets as well as somewhere where  following. Additionally, make sure to take it on city streets as well as somewhere where  
you can reach higher speeds to truly see how it performs.  you can reach higher speeds to truly see how it performs.  

• Inside & Out: Inside & Out: Look for any dings, scratches, or dents on the exterior of the model Look for any dings, scratches, or dents on the exterior of the model 
and wear or stains to the upholstery in the cabin. and wear or stains to the upholstery in the cabin. 

• Tech Check: Tech Check: Make sure all the systems in the vehicle work properly. For instance, Make sure all the systems in the vehicle work properly. For instance, 
check the multimedia system and radio as well as normal systems, including the check the multimedia system and radio as well as normal systems, including the 
horn, windshield wipers, heated seats, and the A/C. horn, windshield wipers, heated seats, and the A/C. 

• Performance: Performance: Assess the brakes, acceleration, shifting, AWD (if applicable), and Assess the brakes, acceleration, shifting, AWD (if applicable), and 
steering of the model. Make sure there are no strange noises and that it’s easy  steering of the model. Make sure there are no strange noises and that it’s easy  
to park. In the end, ensure it’s something you can picture yourself driving every day. to park. In the end, ensure it’s something you can picture yourself driving every day. 

• How You Feel: How You Feel: Most importantly, how does driving the vehicle make you feel?  Most importantly, how does driving the vehicle make you feel?  
Are you happy with the model? Do you feel confident and safe? Are you happy with the model? Do you feel confident and safe? 
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It’s Time to Start the Exciting Journey  It’s Time to Start the Exciting Journey  
of Buying a Used Vehicleof Buying a Used Vehicle  
Now that you’ve read through our Now that you’ve read through our Used-Car-Buying GuideUsed-Car-Buying Guide, are you ready to begin this , are you ready to begin this 
gratifying venture? With these tips up your sleeve, you’ll be prepared to take on everything gratifying venture? With these tips up your sleeve, you’ll be prepared to take on everything 
from budgeting to looking for the perfect model, allowing this process to go off without a hitch.from budgeting to looking for the perfect model, allowing this process to go off without a hitch.

When you’re ready, your local authorized dealership’s team will be waiting to assist you. They’ll When you’re ready, your local authorized dealership’s team will be waiting to assist you. They’ll 
make buying a pre-owned vehicle every more streamlined, so you can get behind the wheel make buying a pre-owned vehicle every more streamlined, so you can get behind the wheel 
faster. Good luck on this journey—we know it’s going to go great!faster. Good luck on this journey—we know it’s going to go great!

Finalizing Your Purchase Finalizing Your Purchase   
After you’ve found the model that suits you and your needs the best, it’s time to make things After you’ve found the model that suits you and your needs the best, it’s time to make things 
official! Now, it’s time to visit the finance center for the final stop on your journey. Since you official! Now, it’s time to visit the finance center for the final stop on your journey. Since you 
have already looked into financing options and prepared your credit, this process will  have already looked into financing options and prepared your credit, this process will  
be easy and straightforward. be easy and straightforward. 

First, they’ll have you fill out a credit application and then get to work on crafting your First, they’ll have you fill out a credit application and then get to work on crafting your 
contract. They’ll work in any trade-ins and make sure you get the monthly payments and contract. They’ll work in any trade-ins and make sure you get the monthly payments and 
interest rates you deserve by negotiating with lenders on your behalf. Now, all you need  interest rates you deserve by negotiating with lenders on your behalf. Now, all you need  
to do is ask any questions you may have and sign on the dotted line. Then, you’ll be driving to do is ask any questions you may have and sign on the dotted line. Then, you’ll be driving 
away in your chosen used car!away in your chosen used car!


